


at Ranch Ing. Is owred and operated by the
Honokl fam by In West-cemtral lowa. In an area
tetter known for 1 corn producton, the Honolds
e ballt & unlque cattle opemtlon that otllize
all tee different aspects of the reglon's agriculture.
Cows are winbaed oncom stubble and fed a mibx-
ture of ground stmlks and bran cake (from the
etbanol Industry) when the snow gets desp.
Manure from the bog Indestry, as well as the Hat
Eanch's own feedlot, ks spread on the pestures
and aop grourd for nutdents. The moch st 1o a
unlqoe area of sandy, mlling bills that does not
ke very pood cropland, but Is excellent pas-
ture. Cows will genemlly gree from the middle
of April umt] the Fldck are harvested Ina o
el system. This year, oats, turnlps, and wheat
were used to extend the gmzing seoson and

allcas the postures more tlme to rest,
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As far m the caicle opEration, Hat
Nanch founder Doug Honold, began
bresding Angus cows s a &H project
in 1955 By 1980 Doug had a subsian-
tial herd, several acres of corn, soy-
‘beare, and alfatfa that be fanmed, and
1 growing family of three boye In
19%5 he we corninced o begin hresd-
ing Tarenraise camle and since that
time the herd ha grown 1o be the
largest Regisiered Tarencaise beed in
Horth America. Bull have been deliv-
ered 0 many soaies of the Union and
the “Hat Ranch Breeding System”
‘boxasts of some 20,000 oo,

Today, the Han Raich fouses mainly
an catde, with abour 500 Angus, Red
Angus, Tarenraie, Black Tareniaise, and
commendal cows ared for by Doug
and hie younget san, Michas, who
retumed o che ranch ecenily afver lis
ing I Fvess, Wynming. He manages
i day-w-day operations on the ranch
and cvems and leme same of the cows.
1500180 bulls ae sald privare ineary
with apound 955 being sight-umesn.
Commeril steers and cut bulls ae
Jept and fed out at the mnch aong
with roughly 800 cimom-fed cante.
The farming pan of the cperation s

takeny care of by Doug’s brother, Jeery
Honold. orma Oben heads up the
affice, Hat Ranch Fesds, as wedl 3 HAT-
TRAX, the Hat Ranch’s own elecironic
idencificarion program. Neghbor Doug
Pavarod 15 in charge of fesding all the

catle throughout che year Other fami-
Iy members also play a huge ol in e
ranch's success

12-DAY JOURMAL
OF MICHAEL HONOLD
SUNDAY DCTOEER 25, 2009
Woke up around B... still dred from
weaning catves Freday and preg-check-
ing on Samanday Got dresied and head-
ed aut the door and found ooy ranch
truck had a Hat dre Took [ill's car over

1o the Shop 1o get an ar ank Whils
over there [ did 2 quick walk-thmough
aof the cakves Inakdng for any sick ones.

Femimed home around 10, got oo
the dwheeler and headsd cur o the
pature. Soreed 160 cows chat we
pregged yesterday as chey prsed me by
he gave. When [ got back oo the houss,
1 decided 1o build the pen for Jills
theep since 1 missed church and all.

Jill and Lezh got home afver 1 and
WE B2 i pizz and watched ome
foatball. &t 2 we picksd up my mom
and dad and headed to Manning 1o 2
Tuneml viewing for my skeer-indaw’s
rmndmother. Spent the  evening
watching football and basshall rames,
rexding 1o Leah. texr mesaging my
1on, Heaih, who & in school ac
shatnsck St Marys in Fasbauh, M3,
and pet irying to pelax.

MONDAY DCTOBER 26

Arrived at the fesdstore apourd
74, Had & oup of coffes and checked
my emaik. Walked through the feed-
yard for a quick check on the calves.
Just  before lunch, ‘Feve” our
feediruck driver helped me move the
angus herd tack aooss the road
where they belony.

Had lumch @ home wich Jill and
Leah for abour a half hour. Leab and 1
took the dwheser back to the mnch
10 mom could do some housekeeping
befiorz she went to her claning job =




the post office in Coon Raplds.
Waorksd an my inveriories until Cad
arrved back from atending 2 funeral.

Brought in the cows ar Ohen Lot 13
1har were iaken Erom Saturday’s preg-
check, soried off te cows oo lesp and
thicee that cabved bnie oo add o che fall
hend. Hauled "keepers® to Peve’s while
Lezah napped in che cnick. Afrer dinmer,
me and Leah hung cut al my mom and
dad’s house while fill hosied 2 Bible
siudy group uncil 10, 1 ook a shower
whiile [ill and Lesh calkeed b0 Grandoma
and Grandpa Nedere in Lingls, WY
Then went to bad.

TUESDMY DCTORER 27

Arrived at che feedstoes just befor= B
a.m. ¥ a oocd, but wunny moming so
1cdecided i would be a good day o vac-
cinae the calves weaned on Friday.
Halfeary through, Xomm informed me
thar 1 bad a cow out an the road, ol
ook the dwhesler cut o put her back
The week of min bad swelled the frer
and thar bad pulled my elecric fenoe
inoo te warer, cearing 2 hole for this
cow 1o scape. Fived the problem and
returned o vnocinating.

Han oo town b0 milkwith some people

about donating mooey o the US Youth

Thery aing & [of of elactricBans o
i Hal Fanoh. S e comes In hondy.

Took the old tractor out
to the pasture to get one
more creep feeder. The wind
was really blowing by this
time and making it difficult
to keep my hat on.

Midwer Regian Clympks Develapment
Soccer Program (Heach made the team
ihie yearl. Had oo pck up some parts
while in iown & well Talksd o Dad
uneil sometime afer 5, then babysat
Leah while [ifl deaned ar Macke Ford in
Coon Rapids. Wached a Tinle BFDTY
bfnire showenng and off 1o bed.

WEDNESDAY OCTORER 24
Got m ihe fesdsiors a Incke afier
seven, had my coffer and checksd
emails. Dedded that 1 nesded o sart
some caicks befare the weekend, sa 1
em ptied Fen 2 into the hack alley and
somed aff Tareniaee heifers char 1
wanesd o keep for replacement.
Rerurned ©o the Hat Ranch and

hooksd up a ceeepFesder 1o my grand-
pa's old Imernational crmcioe. Alled it
full of com plete feed and hauled wa 5
acre pasture. Mead 1 hauled lighiweight
calves over b0 whene 1 ook the ceep-
feeder. 1 stopped over at Qlsen yard 10
et my oull cows in the holding pen for
the night so we can haal chem o the
alzharn in che maming. This took me
until a fitke afier 5. Driving show 0
check on the progress of my turnips
and winter wheat fisld, Szems o be
coming back quite well since the oows
have been off & for around 2 ek,
Home apmind & bad dicmer, talked o
Jill, played wich Leah and waiched the
world Senes and Myrhbinters, S hower
and io bed around 1020,

THURSMY OCTOBER 28

Woke up 10 a wet soggy day todne
The fammers were al quiet drinking
their coffee at the fesdsiors thiv mam-
ing.... no crops can be harvested today.
Chedeoed my email. Dad and 1 diecusssd
IOME NEW Cpportunides wich the caitlke
before we went over 1o Olsen yard o

+ Jood cull oo, Wén pouring rain a this

time and the cows ealy did ot wanc
1o move much... got preicy wet,
Jill told me we had a wacer leak io

| our bathroom 3o [ went home to

investigaez, Ended up gaing o mwo
and getting vome 3 pray foam to fix the

~, hole where water was geiting in.

Checled on ihe healih of the cabess i
it fesdyard and got a yearling Angus
tuall in from Lot 5 while Dad was on a
conference call with the guys from

S LOLSPuring in 5, Louls, MO about a

porential fesd trial for our carde.

Hniehed the day after & with paper-

% work, making plare with Dad and fic-

ing more fence on the road between

4 our houses. Wacched TV, aie dinner,
| showered, and went 1o bed after the

Workd Series ended.




FRIDAY DETORER 30

Got a call the moening from ibe
dectican. They plan 1o come ot
tochay and punt in a new breaker box i
the house, We Ine in the old family
fammiead, and some of the winng isa
lictle out-dated. Showed up at the
fesdstoes around B.. .. nok s bad marn-
Ing today, some sun, some clowds, and
quire windy. Checked my smail and
had some coffee befiore beading cut o
the warshowss, Dad and | moved
same feed around e make room for
the delivery that was coming in.

Took the old tracear ciit o the pas-
nare 10 pei one more cresp fesder. The
wind w really blowing by the time
and making it difficolr wo lkeep my hat
on. Wien't loog before the tack with
bulk feed arrived and filled thres
areep feeders with 6 wns aof fesd. Jill
and Leah came acsind with lunch
thai they bought in town since there
is no eleciricicy at the house She said
she had just gorten out of the shower
this morning when the eleciridans
showed up 3o we all pot a good laugh
about chat.

Afier sating 1 went oit 1o Lot 7 1o
bomg che caitk up 1o che allsyway.
Have 3 gentleman from Misoun com-
ing soon m buy some pupsbred
Taezntbe beifers. The kocal Ver had
anived to health inspedt some bulk

l-n-.m.rﬁpilﬁr.mnuﬁmi-uum.qmmy
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that we @= sending to Ksncocky and
Wiginia soon and be did the repec
don fior chese calves @ well The gencle-
man from Msoud decided o spend
the night up hers

Jill showeed np with Leah a dicke
after 5 sa she could go work at Macks
Ford agmin. Leah wanted 10 go wee
Grancddma, 2o [ went home and Jec dad
babysit. Warched TV, showersd and
o bed around %30 or w0

SATURDAY DCTORER 31

Ax the fesdstons around 8. surprissd
1o soe thecarpen ien: we hired were cut
puiing tin on the old shop. 1had jist
pored 1 mup of coffes when the f2mm-
eps told me L had some cows out on the
road [ am geidng ready for dee com o
e harvesied. ... 1 gpets really haed keep-
ing cows in at this ume of ysar. They
knovw they should be in the fields, the
mas is low and they are reaching
thmough the fence o pet the ol gres
in the dicches. The cows went in esily
and 1 repaired che fenice. Went back 1o
the feeckrore to check oy emails.

HNotwed char a neghbor had deliv-
ered his calves o the Bediot 1 @n
thiese calves b0 Lot 6 and be awhed
wome time laer with the heifer calves.
W ralked a licde while before he left
and 1 went back o the compurer 1o
downiload some picturss offthe digical
camera. Decided 0o post same picluces
of oy son on my Facshook page.

Moved some covws around near my
hous=and chedked on the Angue herd.
Jill and leah had gone o Carll w
trick-ortreat aound my brother [effs
neghborhood wo 1 watched a licke TV,
befiore they gor home o tell me ther
viore, Showered, went oo bsd and
waiched the World Seie game unl
about the =ighth inning.

J SUNDAY NOVEMBER 1

Woke up 0 a nice sunny day wodn.
Showersd and headed 10 church wich
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Jill and Lesh. Afrer chisrch we went
Carrcll to hove kinch and recumesd
home amund 1 pm. We changsd cur
clotes and headed ower m the Hat
Ranch. [ill downlcaded some picnares
. shie book while 1gor supplies needed m
do some odd jobs odaye Clansd up

SEND US Y
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my memes and then warched the il
end of a foothall pame, casgh 1 ome of
ihe Workd Series and went 1o bed.

MONDAY NOVEMEBER 2

Showed up at the feedstors anound
715, Really liking the time change. Had
some coffer and checksd my emaik.
Ran to town io the bank and post offics
then got everyihiog I needed o preg-
check Uncle [emy's cows. e setup and
v for che ulrassund techinidan to
arrive. We did 56 bead with ooty choee
apeEn oo Mot too had for one ball 1
siopped at the houss for a quick bies 1o
=t then headed over to che Hat Ranch.
iGot Lot & out and man them though
the chure. Tried out our new banding
‘ool and wis quine happy with bow fa
1 could band Dad and Leah had
renumesd feam chelr trip o the Cuthrie
pasture by then and we put the squip-
et away and called for awhile befoes
Koing home. 1 babysar Leah while Jill
went to her ladies’ Fble study n
Glidden, Warched football, basstall,
shoreered and wenk to bed afer 10,

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 3, M09
ot o ihe fesdstore around 715
agin ioday Sunny this moming bt
loalz like it might min laier Checksd
my emails and had some ooffee. Afier
some chores, 1 beaded over o the
hiouse and wlked w Jill far a lils bt
before heading up W the Ridge o
fence the comifield 1 loaded up the
mireral fesder and headed back 1o the

Hat Ranch m get mineml. sal, DDG
and a solar Fancar.

Had 2 slice of pizza and a samchwich
for a quick funch. Got twa bulls in
and hauled them back oo the Ha
Ranch. One bull goes 1o Viginia chis
week while the other goes out with
the Fall cores sometime soon. Dad and
1went over by my house and gor all
the ponable caitle working equip-
ment aut of the mud and mken back
1o the ranch for che winter. Took some
picnanes of a couple bulk chx a gy in
HNorth Camling s ineerssied i buy-
ing. Downloaded them onto the oom-
puter and went home 10 babysic a0 5
w Jill could dean Backe Ford.
Showersd and waiched a licde TV
befiore heading 1o bed

WEDN ES0AY ROVEMBER 4, 2008

Had coffer while waiting for the
alectrician oo show up ot eight. Our
oven hm not worked since they wers
hers to install the new breakers.
scuck around uncl we fgued out
that one of the breakers was bad.
Headed out to the Hat Eanch to
implane 90 head. 1 taded e mes-
mges  with  Heaihh  abour
Thanlagiving break and his upcom-
ing soccer wip po Orlando.

The custom hay grnder arroed
arcund 1 and 1 had 1o put the bakes out
far bim. Encled up grocting 28 bales all
mgsther On my way o check on the
Tareriialse cows, 1 talked 1o 2 nelghbor
about bafing soafis. Did some ocher
equipment wok. Gat home amund &
and played with Laah Jill fve me 2
haiguc.., showersd, watched Workd
Seres and went o bed near 11,

THUR SO ROVEMEER 5, 2009

Got b the fesdsiors arcund 715,
had coffer and checked my emails.
Chatted with the Farmers before head-
ing out to the feedlon. Emught Pen 9 0
and somed heifers while Dod smred
cheaning pens. Took dl mpersonk and
information in Morma on what [ had
daone. St up the iruck unloading area,
snos we ap: erpecting around 1£0
head in bommarcces This will be 2 boad
from orch Carclina and a kad from
¥entucky of cide sired by owr bulls.
Did a drive by of same of the cows on
my way home. Had dinrer, shovwersd
and o bed sarky Thanlks foe
rexding my joumal.
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